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sentient beings, types which, in respect to their capacity for 
feeling happiness, resemble the postulated new species much more 
closely than does man. In that case perfect altruism would seem 
to require that man devote his energies to promoting the happiness 
of these non-human groups, in the interval of waiting for the 
evolution of the new species. Judging by external expressions, 
it is only a few times a year that the ordinary human being ex- 
periences the ecstatic joy felt by a dog on the return of his master 
after a two hours' absence. It is the rare human individual 
who ever achieves the state of placid contentment and peace 
exhibited by the cat dozing before the fire. It would have been 
logical if the author, before asking his readers to contemplate 
seriously the evolution of a species of beings of whom there is 
not now the faintest foreshadowing, had discussed the question 
whether the interests of utility in the universe would not best be 
subserved, for the present, if men, who have the necessary in- 
telligence, altruism, and will, devoted their entire time to creating 
happiness for the largest possible number of cats and dogs. 

Henby Pkatt Fairchild. 
Yale University. 
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The thesis set forth in this doctor's dissertation is "that the 
economic factor in any situation is itself not accurately described 
until it is correlated with other social factors." The author admits 
that economic science is possible and well worth while as an attempt 
to point out the tendencies of economic forces, but he claims that 
Ricardo and his followers grievously erred in that they neglected 
the non-economic factors in human life and were unable to see 
social reality as a whole. By their abstract method they perverted 
economic science and stood in the way of social reform. 

It is not quite clear whether the author means by "sociological 
implications" the fundamental assumptions of Ricardo and his 
school, such as perfect competition and the perfect mobility of labor 
and capital, or whether he refers to the inferences which they drew 
when they opposed proposals for social reform on the ground that they 
ran counter to economic law and presumed to say the last word on 
subjects running far beyond the scope of mere economic science. 
If the author refers chiefly to the assumptions of Ricardo it may be 
said that he does not sufficiently recognize the theoretical value of 
economic fictions. If, on the other hand, he is discussing "the impli- 
cation that a description of the mechanism of production and ex- 
change was the final word in the treatment of social well-being," it 
must be admitted that Ricardo and his followers had a somewhat 
narrow view of human life, frequently posed as defenders of exist- 
ing social conditions, and too often assumed a pharisaical attitude 
toward social reformers. 

The author has written an interesting and important essay, and 
it is hoped that he will continue his studies in the method of economic 
science, a subject that has been relatively neglected in recent years. 

J. E. LeRossignol. 
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The distinguishing feature of this volume is that the author 
has undertaken to divide the political units of the world into 
natural regions; and, with these as a basis, he proceeds to discuss 
the influences of geographic and other factors upon the economic 
activities of the various population groups within the different 
regions. Unlike some other books which undertake to cover the 
same general field of study, there is comparatively little space 
given to a discussion of general considerations constituting the 
influences of "controls" upon human activity. As a matter of 
fact, there are to be found 26 pages of preliminary discus- 
sion before the author launches into a treatment of the various 
political units. This introductory material embraces three chap- 
ters, of which the first discusses the physical conditions of economic 
activity, the second, climate, while the third is concerned with 
a discussion of vegetation. On the whole the volume is a good 
piece of work and worthy of careful consideration by students 
and teachers of economic geography. 

The author believes that logically "the theory of natural re- 
gions implies the treatment of the earth's surface quite inde- 
pendently of the political boundaries which may be traced upon 
it." But, continuing the discussion, he very correctly points out 
that in economic geography political boundaries should not be 
disregarded; for, as he puts it, "the economic development of 
a country is affected not only by the nature of the geographic 



